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John  V.  Ver.  4. 

An  Angel  went  down  at  a  Certain  feafon  into 
the  Pool y  and  troubled  the  water  :  whofiever 
then  firjl  after  the  troubling  of  the  water 
fiepped  in ,  was  made  whole  of  whatfoever 
Difeafe  he  had. 

The  Context  thus  : 

Now  there  is  at  Jerufalem  by  the  Jbeep*markety 
a  Pool ,  which  is  catted  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue , 
Bethefda,  having  five  porches.  In  thefey 
lay  a  great  multitude  of  impotent  folk ,  of 
blind ,  halt,  withered ,  waiting  for  the  moving 
of  the  watery  &c. 

i  J  4  i.  i  j  A  V  W  *•«*  *■  ^  ^  ’ 

THIS  paflage  of  Scripture  does  relate  to  us 
an  extraordinary  Occurrence ;  partly,  in 
general,  of  a  great  number  of  Difeafed 
lerfons  being  Cured  of  their  Diftempers  by  the  Be- 
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nefit  of  Medicinal  Waters ;  as  likewife,  in  particular, 
of  a  poor  impotent  Man  being  freed  by  the  miracu¬ 
lous  Power  of  our  Bleffed  Lord  from  an  Infirmity  lie 
had  laboured  under  for  thirty  years  before  ;  who  for 
ladk  of  Friends  and  Attendants  about  him,  had  long 
and  in  vain  waited  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  for 
a  fhare  in  that  common  Relief.  I  fhall  wave  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  fpeaking  to  this  Beneficent  Miracle  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  fhall  only  adapt  my  Difcourfe  to  that 
more  ordinary  way  of  Cure  by  the  Waters  of  the 
Pool  mentioned  in  the  Text,  which  afforded  a  Re¬ 
medy  to  fuch  divers  kinds  of  Difeafes  as  are  here  re¬ 
lated.  And  therefore  the  Subject  of  my  prefent 
Difcourfe  fhall  be  limited  to  thefe  following  Parti¬ 
culars. 


I.  I  fhall  fiiew  as  nigh  as  I  can  fomethingof  the 
Nature  of  the  Waters  of  this  famous  Pool  at 
Jerufalem ,  and  what  is  meant  by  their  being 
troubled  by  an  Angel. 

\  ;  :•  ••  •  '  .  * 
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II.  That  not  only  thefe,  but  other  Medicinal 
Waters,  and  the  reft  of  the  ufeful  Remedies  for 
Infirmities  of  human  Bodies  are  under  the  par¬ 
ticular  Care  and  Direction  of  God’s  Providence. 

.  .  s.  \  t  ,  *  *  i  •  ~ *  i 
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III.  I  fhall  make  fome  Applications  to  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  U£  here  prefent. 


I.  I  fhall  fhew  as  nigh  as  I  can  fomething  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Waters  of  this  famous  Pool  at  Je- 
rufalem ,  and  what  is  probably  meant  by  their  being 
troubled  by  an  Angel.  Now 
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Now  I  do  not  take  it  that  there  is  any  neceffky 
of  alferting,  that  in  this  remarkable  method  of 
Healing  by  thefe  Waters,  there  was  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  Interpofition  of  the  Angelick  Miniftry  than 
is  ufual  in  Medicinal  Springs,  and  other  Remedies 
which  Nature  provides  for  our  Ufe.  For  it  isobfer- 
vable,  that  the  Jews  had  always  a  very  Religious 
way  of  exprefling  themfelves,  attributing  the  com¬ 
mon  Productions  and  Occurrences  of  Nature,  ei¬ 
ther  immediately  to  God  Almighty,  or  to  the  Mi¬ 
niftry  of  his  Holy  Angels.  Thus  in  Scripture,  a 
mighty  Wind,  vvhofe  force  exceeds  that  of  ordinary 
Blafts,  is  called  in  the  Original,  Rouach  Elohim,  the 
Wind  of  God.  So  an  extraordinary  Mountain,  whole 
Summits  rife  high  into  the  Air,  and  overlook  the 
tops  of  meaner  Hills,  is  termed  in  Scripture  Lan- 
gure,  The  Mountain  of  God.  So  a  pious  Off-fpring, 
is  called.  The  Sons  of  God.  In  like  manner  are  fe- 
veral  of  the  Effects  of  Nature  attributed  to  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  God’s  Angels.  For  the  Philofophy  of  the 
Jews  was  not,  like  ours,  grounded  upon  Mechanical, 
but  upon  Pneumatick  and  Vital  Principles.  They 
did  not  explain  the  Phenomena  of  Nature  by  the 
Laws  of  Matter  and  Motion,  and  the  Figuration 
of  Corpufcles ;  but  by  the  Energy  of  Daemons 
or  Angels  aftuating  the  Parts  of  Matter  according 
to  the  wife  Directions  and  Determinations  of  the 
Divine  Wifdom.  Thus  when  the  Scriptural  Wri¬ 
ters  lay  down  the  Caufes  of  a  Peftilence  or  Epide¬ 
mical  Difeafe,  they  do  not  explain  this  direful  Ef¬ 
fect  by  afcribing  it  to  poifonous  Seeds  latent  in  the 
Juices  of  Herbs  and  Plants,  and  at  fixed  Periods 
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exerting  themfelves,  in  the  infecting  the  Blood  of 
Animals  ;  nor  do  they  impute  it,  with  others  to. 
the  infe&ious  Steams  of  Mineral.  Matter  evapo¬ 
rating  Jrom  the  Earth;  nor  to  Planetary  Influxes 
nor  to  the  fcorching  unqualified  Heat  of  the  Sun; 
but  to  the  Deftroying  Angel  of  God,  armed  with' 
Vengeance,  to  punifh  the  Sins  of  a  wicked  Na¬ 
tion,  as  we  read,  Numb .  15.  46.  2  Kjng.  24*  16- 
,Nay,  the  very  Blafts  of  the  ordinary  Winds,  and* 
the  Burning  of  the  Fire,  are  attributed  to  the 
fame  Angelical  Operations.  He  maketh  bis  Angels 
Winds  y  (fays  the  Pfalmijl : )  and  bis  Mmijlers  Flames , 
of  Fire . . 

In  which  paflage,  the  Origin  of  Winds  is  not- 
in  our  Philofophical  Way  attributed  to  the  Eva¬ 
poration  of  dry  or  watery  Steams  forcibly  pa  fi¬ 
ling  through  the  pent  Caverns  of  the  Earth, 
or  to  the  violent  Agitation  of  the  Air  ;  but  to 
Angelick  Powers  giving  the  firft  impreffions  to  the 
little  Parts  which  compofe  our  Atmofphere,  and. 
compelling  them  into  thofe  gentle,  or  rapid  Mo¬ 
tions  which  Form  the  Breezes  or  Storms,  which- 
we  experience  among  us..  And  the  fame  Text  in¬ 
forms  us,  That,  according  to  the  Rules  of  this  Pneu- 
matick  Philofophy  of  the  Jews  ,  The.  Burning, 
of  the  Fire  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  Agitati¬ 
on  of.  ALther ,  or  fubtile  Matter  freeing  and  dif-. 
lodging  it  felf  from  the  cloggs  of  the  Groffer,*. 
and  by  violence,  of  its  Motion,  {Battering  the. 
Compages  of  fuch  bulky  Bodies  into  their  firft  con-, 
ftituent  Parts;,  but  to  an  Angelick  Energy,  whiclv 
impels,  thofe,  innumerable  little  Parts.,  into  that 
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brisk  and  nimble  Motion  which  is  difcernable  in 
Light. and  Heat.  For  thefe  •  Reaforis,  I  conclude,. 
That  the  Medicinal  Quality  of  the  Waters  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Text  is  attributed  likewife  to  an 
Angelical  Power ;  which,  according  to  the  fewifj 
Fhilofophy,  was  the  fir  ft  Principle  of  all  the  grand' 
Occurrences  and  Phenomena  of  Nature.  Though, 
to  fpeak  in  our  way,  it  is  not  improbable  that 

this  Pool  was  any  more  than  a  fort  of  Ther- 

./ 

ma,  or  Hot-Bath,  heated  by  the  Inflammation  of 
fulptiureous  or  bituminous  Matter  which  abounds 
much  in  the  Country  of  Judea,  as  is  yet  difcern¬ 
able  in  the  Lake  AJvbaltites ;  tho’  the  Springs  of 
this  particular  Pond  may^  be  at  prefent  choaked 
up  by  the  Ruins  of  that  famous-  City.  And 
whereas  it  is  faid,  That  at  a  certain  Seafon y  ** r** 
Kettfh,  at  a  particular  Revolution  of  Time,  the 
Angel  troubled  the  Waters  :  This  is  but  anfwerable* 
to  the  periodical  Ebullitions  of  fuch  Springs. 
Pliny  the  younger,  I  remember  has  not  an  unlike 
Expreffion  of  fuch  a  Spring  in  Italy ,  St  at  is  dimen - 
fifque  moment  is  augetur  &  diminuitur  •  It  rifes  ancP 
falls  at  a  particular  Minute :  Et  p bialas  refer t  qua 
cum  fmgultibus  fijlunt  quod  ejfundunt  ;  And  imitates 
the  Gulping  of  Water  out  of  aWial,  which  with 
Sobs  do  ftop  that  which  they  pour  out.  This  in 
all  probability  was  the  troubling  of  the  Waters  ;  : 
which  if  it  happened  once  in  twelve  hours-,  it  might 
depend  upon  the  Southing  of  the  Moon,  which  is  the.: 
general  Caufe  of  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Sea; 
So  that  this  Spring,  as  feveraL  others  in  the  World- 
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do,  did  communicate  by  fubterraneous  Paffages  with 
the  Ocean  :  Or,  if  the  Periodical  Swelling  or  E- 
bullition  was  different  from  this,  as  is  mold  proba¬ 
ble  it  might  be  oweing  to  the  Accenhon  of  fubter¬ 
raneous  Vapours  at  certain  Seafons  of  the  Year.  And 
this  I  prefume  it  pleafed  God  Almighty  to  makeufe 
of  as  a  Second  Caufe,in  conferring  the  Benefit  of  thofe 
Medicinal  Waters  to  the  Jewifh  People  at  that  time. 
Not  that  I  think  the  particular  Interpofition  of  An- 
gelick  Powers  and  other  Miraculous  Occurrences 
were  unufual  among  the  Jews,  for  nothing  was  more 
frequent  than  God’s  indulging  to  them  fuch  Favours 
in  former  times ;  but  it  is  not  obfervable  that  they  had 
any  Handing  Miracle  among  them  under  the  Second 
Temple,  when  the  Vrim  and  Thummim  and  Schekinah , 
&c.  ceafed.  Nay,  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that  there 
was  nothing  of  Angelick  Miniftry  in  conferring  this 
Beneficent  Effeft  on  the  Waters  of  Bethefda ,  that  I 
think  there  is  no  Cure  of  human  Bodies  wrought 
without  fomething  of  it;  more  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak 
to  under  the  next  Head.  I  now  proceed  to  the  Se¬ 
cond  thing  I  propofed  to  fhew, 

II.  That  not  not  only  thefe  but  other  Medici* 
nal  Waters,  and  the  reft  of  ufeful  Remedies 
for  the  Infirmities  of  human  Bodies,  are  under 
the  particular  Care  and  Direction  of  God’s 
Providence;  which  appears,  Becaufe, 

i.  The  Health  of  our  Bodies  is  themoft  confide- 
rable  Good,  which  Providence  can  beftow  upon  us 
in  this  World. 
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2.  Unlefs  Providence  were  not  concerned  in 
our  Health, other  great  Defigns  of  Providence 
Would  be  obftruded. 

We  are  Taught  by  God’s  Word,  That  the 
Holy  Angels  are  the  peculiar  Adminiftrators  ot 
the  Divine  Will,  and  what  h:s  All-wife  Provi¬ 
dence  does  Dictate,  it  is  their  Office  to  Exe¬ 
cute.  And  it  is  particularly  plain,  That  they 
are  mod  nighly  concerned  in  the  Welfare  of  hu¬ 
man  Kind,  efpecially  of  good  Chriftians.  God 
has  promifed  to  give  his  Angds  charge  of  us  to 
keep  us  in  all  our  ways.  That  they  are  Mini¬ 
fying  Spirits  fet  forth  to  Minifer  unto  them  that 
are  Heirs  of  Salvation .  That  they  are  Guar¬ 
dians  even  to  the  Perfonsof  little  Children,  who 
have  in  Heaven  their  Angels  which  do  behold  the 
Face  of  God  continually,  Matth .  18.  10.  We  are 
likewife  Taught,  That  there  is  not  a  Hair  of  our 
Head  falls  to  the  Ground  without  God’s  Know¬ 
ledge*.  That  to  him  belong  the  Iffues  of  Life 
and  Death  ;  That  he  maketh  our  Beauty  to  Con- 
fume  away  like  as  it  were  a  Moth ,  fretting  a  Gar¬ 
ment  :  And  when  he  pleafeth,  reneweth  our  Touth , 
-and  maketh  us  young  and  lufly  like  an  Eagje . 

i 

Now  if  the  good  Angels  of  God  do  fo  con¬ 
tinually  take  Care  of  us,  and  defend  us  from 
Dangers  ;  this  Care  and  Protection  can  never 
be  more  confiderably  employed  in  our  behalf* 
than  in  Matters  relating  to  our  Health.  For 
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a  healthy  Conftitution  is  the  beft  of  Pofleffions : 
’Tis  that  which  gives  a  Guft  and  Relifh  to  all 
the  Satisfaftions  of  this  World;  and  therefore 
this  mu  ft  be  one  of  the  firft  Things  which  thole 
BleiTed  Spirits  can  be  inclined  to  fecure  for  us, 
whilft  they  are  profecuting  our  Welfare  and  Hap- 
pinefs.  And  fo  likewife  if  they  defend  us  from 
Dangers,  they  muft  defend  us  from  Sicknefs ;  for 
Sicknefs  is  the  worft  of  Dangers  :  fo  that  it  muft 
be  one  of  the  moft  principal  Parts  of  their  Mini- 
ftry  to  defend  us  from  That. 

Now  if  we  were  able  to  take  a  look  into  the 
Invifible  World,  we  might  there  fee  how  bu- 
fie  thofe  Friendly  Spirits  are  in  keeping  our 
Bodies  from  noxious  Objects,  in  leading  our 
Fancies  to  things  agreeable  to  our  Conftitution, 
and  in  diverting  our  Deft  res  from  prejudicial 
Pleafures ;  in  perfuading  us  for  our  Advantage^, 
to  overcome  our  Averfion  to  offenfive  Drugs, 
and  to  comply  with  our  Phyficians  Advice ; 
in  improving  his  learned  Skill,  in  adapting  his 
Remedies  more  nicely  agreeable  to  our  Diftem^ 
pers,  and  all  along  dieraing  and  aflifting  the 
Medicinal  Hand.  And  I  doubt  not  ,  but  we 
might  then  difcover,  with  what  a  kind  Offici- 
oufnefs  they  aflift  in  the  Application  of  the  Me^ 
dical  Waters  of  this  Place :  How  they  by  gen 
tie  Influences  perfuade  Diftempered  Per  forts  from 
the  remoteft  diftance ,  to  repair  to  this  Be- 
thsfdn  :  How  they  fuggeft  Reafons  to  many  to 
conquer  the  Prejudices  raifed  by  ignorant  Per- 
fbas  againft  them :  How  they  draw  others  to 
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this  Remedy  by  laying  before  them  the  Confi- 
deration  of  their  confuting  fo  long  with  a  lin- 
gring  and  painful  Difeafe,  which  has  baffled  the 
Efficacy  of  other  Medicines ,  and  wearied  out 
their  Con  {fancy,  and  made  their  Nature  averfe 
to  the  naufeous  Repetition  of  them  ;  by  inviting 
others  to  this  fuccefsful  Application  by  the  plea- 
furable  Diverfions  of  the  Place,  and  caufing  them 
happily  to  find  their  Cure  where  they  fought 
only  an  Entertainment  :  And  laftly,  Inflating 
them  in  Health  and  Vigour,  by  opening  to  the 
Mineral  Virtue  a  more  eafie  paffage  into  the 
Blood,  for  the  Secretion  of  noxious  Humours, 
and  for  the  enlivening  it  with  a  new  and  a  no¬ 
ble  Flame.  Thefe  are  as  certain  and  as  bene¬ 
ficial  Effefts  of  the  Angelical  Miniftry,  as  if  an 
Angel,  according  to  the  literal  Words  of  the 
Text,  troubled  our  Water,  and  we  faw  every  Morn¬ 
ing  fuch  a  glorious  Spirit,  in  bis  glittering  Robe 
of  Light ,  vifibly  defending  from  above  ;  and  im¬ 
pregating  the  Bafin  with  a  Coal  from  the  Altar 
of  Heaven. 

And  if  thefe  kind  Atthereal  Minds  are  dif- 
pofed  to  Befriend  us  with  fo  much  Care  and 
Tendernefs,  we  may  be  fure  of  as  much  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Indulgence  from  Almighty  God  him- 
felf,  the  Great  Father  of  Spirits ,  the  Author  of 
all  Goodnefs ,  and  the  God  of  all  Comfort . 
He  that  gives  us  all  good  Things  richly  to  En - 
joy ,  will  never  be  wanting  to  us  in  affording 
us  Means,  and  Bleffing  all  Endeavours  towards 
the  Recovery  of  our  Health,  without  which  we 
- 3  D  2  can 
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can  enjoy  nothing  elfe;  unlefs  we  by  our  Sins 
obftruft  his  Favours,  or  God  has  greater  Ad¬ 
vantage  for  us  in  purfuit,  by  his  continuing  our 
Affliction  upon  us. 

If  Men  would  but  take  a  like  Care  to  pre- 
ferve  Health  in  themfelves,  as  God  is  to  reco¬ 
ver  it  to  them  when  loft,  by  affording  Reme¬ 
dies  always  at  hand,  and  giving  a  Eieffing  to 
the  Application  of  them  ;  I  am  fare  there  would 
not  be  a  quarter  of  thofe  Indifpofitions  in  the, 
World,  which  we  now  find  Men  complaining, 
of. 

Whatever  hard  Thoughts  fome  Men  may 
conceive  of  God’s  Providence,  in  fuffering  fo  ma¬ 
ny  feveral  Difeafes  to  harrafs  Mankind;  God’s* 
juftice  is  not  only  excufeable  by  the  Original- 
Corruption  of  human  Nature,  and  by  Men’s 
aCtual  Tranfgreflions ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  long  Catalogue  of  Diftempers  which  are  in¬ 
cident  to  our  own  Species,  Men  by  their  own. 
Indiferetion  pull  upon  them  themfelves,  and  by 
their  intemperate  and  luxurious  way  of  Living,, 
make  Mankind  far  more  Miferable  than  the  Fall 
of  Adam  left  it.  Human  Nature,  mortal  as  it: 
is,  if  it  was  not  for  Indulging  foolifh  and  infi- 
pid  Pleafures,  and  opprefling  and  overcharging 
her  with  Surfeits  and  Riots,  would  go  for  the  ge¬ 
nerality  peaceably  off  of  the  Stage,  Men  would 
Enjoy  a  long  and  a  healthy  Life,  and  make  a 
paffage  into  the  other  World  by  an  eafie  Death. 
But  when  Men  do  fo  frequently  by  a  Strain  put: 
upon  their  Nature,  break  and  enervate  their 
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Conftitution,  and  by  their  own  Folly,  open 
Sluces  upon  themfelves,  and  let  in  a  whole 
torrent  of  Difeafes  by  their  own  Vices  ;  and  yet 
notwithftanding  all  this,  God  is  ftill  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fuller  them  to  reap  the  Benefit  of 
healing  Herbs  and  Minerals,  and  to  give  them  a 
(hare  in  the  Succefs  of  the  Phyficians  Art,  whom 
God  has  raifed  up  to  be  Inft.  uments  of  his  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  when  at  the  fame  time  by  an  unguard¬ 
ed  Courfe  of  Life  they  are  labouring  again  ft 
their  own  Advantage ,  to  render  the  Medical 
Maxims  and  Directions  ineffectual,  and  often¬ 
times  provoking  the  Goodnefs  of  God  whilft  it 
is  fuccouring  them  :  This  is  an  inftance 
only  of  the  unfpeakable  Mercy  and  Goodnefs 
of  our  gracious  God,  who  maketh  his  Sun 
to  fhine.  upon  the  Evil  and  upon  the  Good. 

2.  Becaufe,  If  Providence  were  not  concerned 
in  our  Health,  other  great  Defigns  which 
Providence  has  in  view  would  be  obftruCted. 

All  Men’s  Reafon  mult  alTent  to  this  Truth, 

That  whenever  God  Wills  the  End,  he  Wills 
the  Means  which  he  is  pleafed  to  bring  about, 
that  End  by.  So  that  if  God  does  defign  Sickr 
ly  or  Diltempered  Perfons  to  be.fuch  Inftru- 
ments  of  his  Providence,  as  Health  is  requilite 
to  qualifie  them  for ;  God  muft  particularly  con¬ 
cern  himfelf  in  the  Reftoration  of  that  Health, , 
which  is  fo  necelfary  for  that  End.  As  for  in¬ 
ftance,  Suppofe  that  God  defigoed  the  Ere&ios 


of  the  Grecian  Empire  for  a  Scourge  of  the  Sins 
of  the  Eafiern  Nations  ;  for  the  diffufing  all  o- 
ver  the  World  the  ufe  of  the  Greek  Tongue , 
for  the  eafier  propagating  the  Gofpel  ;  or  for 
any  one  or  more  Wife  Ends  unknown  to  us. 
Now  when  it  happened,  That  Alexander  the 
Great ,  the  Founder  of  that  Monarchy,  fell  Sick 
of  a  dangerous  Fever,  juft  as  he  was  marching 
againft  Darius  his  Army;  Don’t  you  think  that 
his  Recovery  was  brought  about  by  the  fpecial 
Direftion  and  Interpofition  of  Providence  ?  For 
if  this  couragious  young  Prince  had  happened 
to  have  mifcarried,  the  Macedonians  would  have 
defpaired  of  the  Succefs  of  that  Enterprife*  and 
would  have  been  fo  far  from  Conquering  the 
Perjians ,  that  in  all  probability  they  would  have 
been  fwallowed  up  by  them.  Nay,  the  very 
Sicknefs  of  Alexander  caufing  the  Greek  Army  to 
make  a  Halt  for  three  or  four  days,  gave  Da~ 
rius's  Forces  the  unfortunate  opportunity  of 
marching  forwards  into  the  Streights  of  a  thick 
Wood,  where  they  met  their  Enemy;  in  which 
their  innumerable  Troops,  having  no  room  to 
draw  out  themfelves,  were  totally  routed  by 
a  handful  of  Men  ;  who,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  this  unforefeen  A£t  of  Providence,  had  been 
furrounded  by  thofe  vaft  multitudes,  and  to  a 
Man,  deftroyed  upon  the  firft  Onfet.  Nor  muft 
it  be  thought  that  God  Almighty  does  concern 
himfelf  only  in  the  Welfare  of  fuch  Eminent 
Perfonages  as  this  Prince^  by  whofe  Aftions  he 
had  fuch  mighty  Defigns  to  bring  about ;  but 
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even  the  JLife  of  every  mean  and  little  Perfon 
is  fo  interwoven  into  the  Defigns  of  Providence, 
that  God  will  not  part  with  fuch  a  life  out  of 
the  World  till  thofe  Wife  Ends  are  accomplifhed 
by  it  which  he  has  forecaft.  Many  an  eminent 
Inventor  or  Improver  of  ufeful  Arts  have  been 
unexpectedly  recovered  from  dangerous  Fits  of 
Sicknefs,  and  God  has  afterwards  afforded  them 
long  Lives  to  Blefs  the  World  by  their  Benefi¬ 
cial  Labours.  Many  a  painful  Minifter  of  Je~ 
Jus  Chrijl  has  ,  by  the  Mercy  of  God ,  been 
fhatched  back  from  the  very  Brink  of  the  Grave, 
that  lie  might  be  an  Inftrument  under  God  of 
gaining  Souls,  and  converting  Sinners  from  the 
Evil  of  their  way.  Nay,  There  is  hardly  a 
Perfon  in  the  World  but  is  defcended  from  an 
An  cello  r  who  has  laboured  under  fome  very 
dangerous  Diitemper,  which  it  has  pleafed  God 
to  deliver  him  from  ;  that  the  numerous  Off- 
fpring,  which  he  had  fore-ordained  fllould  pro¬ 
ceed  from  his  Loyns  ,  might  come  into  the 
World.  For  this  End,  as  the  Scripture  informs 
us,  God  opened  the  Wombs  of  Sir  ah  and  Rachelr 
by  which  they  became  the  Parents  of  fuch  a 
mighty  Progeny  :  And  God  for  the  fame  wife 
Reafons  does  {fill  continue,  when  he  thinks  fit, 
oftentimes  by  affifting  the  Medical  Qualities  of 
thefe  Waters,  to  make  the  Barren  Woman  keep * 
Ho  ufe ,  and  be  a  Joyful-Mother  of  Children <, 
This  I  think  is  fufficient  to  Evince,  That  God, , 
either  by  the  Mimftry  of  his  EXoly  Angels,  or  his 
own  immediate  Interpofition,  doesgive  a  Bleffing 
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to  fuccefsful  Remedies,  and  help  on  the  Cure 
of  thole  Diftempcrs  Men  recover  from.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  third  ,Thing  I  propofed. 

III.  To  make  fome  Applications  proper  to  the 
Circumftances  of  us  here  prefent. 

i.  Since  therefore  we  are  met  together  in  this 
celebrated  Place,  in  hopes  to  receive  the  Blef- 
fing  of  God  upon  us ,  in  either  Reftoring  or 
Confirming  our  Healths  ;  let  us  take- Care  to 
maintain  among  our  felves,  an  eafie  and  friend¬ 
ly  Converfatiom  For  fince  it  is  neceflary  for 
a  juft  Operation  of  this  gentle  and  natural  Me¬ 
dicine,  that  the  Patients  do  Sequefter  themfelves 
from  Bufinefs  and  Study,  and  unbend  their 
Minds,  as  much  as  may  be,  from  fevere  Thought 
and  eager  Application ;  A  great  part  of  the 
day  muft  be  taken  up  in  Converfation  and  Dif- 
courfe,  which  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  ren¬ 
der  as  agreeable  and  entertaining  as  poflibly  we 
can  to  the  Company  we  Confort  with ;  to  the 
end,  that  by  the  Charms  of  an  endearing  Con¬ 
verfation  we  may  fweeten  the  fatigue  of  lb  long 
a  Leifure,  and  by  entertaining  the  Minds  of  each 
other  with  frefh  Scenes  of  delightfome  Thoughts, 
We  may  make  the  Waters  of  the  Place  to  have 
a  more  powerful  Influence  upon  our  Bodies* 
Therefore  we  muft  diveft  our  felves  of  all  Mo- 
rofenefs  of  Temper,  and  Sullennefs  of  Behaviour ; 
and  if  we  be  not  naturally  difpoled  to  Mirth 
and  Pleafantnefs,  we  jGhould  put  a  *  force,  upon 
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our  Natures  by  a  particular  Application  ;  we 
fhould  give  a  new  fpring  to  our  Minds,  and 
purpofely  lay  out  our  Thoughts  to  fpeak  Things 
taking  and  agreeable  to  our  Friends ;  whether 
it  be  in  the  way  of  Relation  of  delightfome 
Matters  of  Fa£t,  or  by  the  harmlefs  Reflections 
and  the  fportive  Sallies  of  a  well-natur’d  Wit. 

Now  in  order  to  iuch  a  good  Humour’d  and 
peaceable  Converfation,  we  muft  take  Care  in 
the  firft  place  to  avoid  all  Party-Difputes  in 
our  Difcourfe,  which  ferve  only  to  inflame  and 
rancour  Men’s  Spirits,  and  to  loure  Converfati- 
on  :  For,  in  this  Place  of  general  refort,  Men 
are  as  it  were  Citizens  of  the  whole  World  ; 
they  belong  to  no  particular  Divifion  or  Party  ; 
or  rather  they  are  all  Incorporated  for  the 
Seafon  into  one  particular  Family  or  Brother¬ 
hood  ;  and  therefore  ought  to  live  together  with 
the  like  Love  and  Friendfhip. 

And  in  the  next  place,  To  avoid  all  contu¬ 
melious  Refleftions  upon  the  Company,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  by  verbal  Affronts,  or  efpecially  by 
defamatory  Writings ;  which  Aftions,  as  they 
do  particularly  difturb  the  Happinefs  of  fuch 
mixed  Societies ,  fo  in  the  wifeft  Nations  they 
have  been  look’d  upon  as  the  moft  fcandalous 
and  bafe,  and  fit  only  for  their  Slaves  and  fordid 
Wits.  And  I  may  fpeak  it  for  the  Honour  of 
our  Nation,  That  01  late  years,  fewer  Lampoons 
and  feurrilous  Libels  have  been  wrote  amongft  us, 
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and  fewer  encouraged  than  in  mod  other  Na¬ 
tions  :  Ingenious  Men  are  become  truly  fenfi- 
ble,  how  forry  a  part  of  Wit  it  is  to  fcratch 
and  tear  ;  how  unmanly  and  cowardly  it  is  to 
wound  Perfons  by  an  unknown  Hand,  in  the 
Back,,  and  in  the  dark  ;  and  to  be  guilty  of 
an  Aftion  which  they  are  either  afhamed  or  a- 
fraid  to  own. 

2.  We  ought  to  be  conffant  in  our  Devoti¬ 
ons,  and  to  give  our  attendance  Morning  and 
Evening  at  tM  public  k  Service  of  the  Church*. 
Whilft  a  great  many  of  the  Perfons  here  prefent 
are  at  home  taken  up  with  the  hurry  which  their 
Employs  engage  them  in,  and  are  diftrafted  by  a 
multiplicity  of  wordly  Bufinefs ;  God  Almigh¬ 
ty  may  Excufe  them  for  a  lefs  frequent  atten¬ 
dance  on  the  daily  Worfhip  of  God  in  Pub- 
lick..  But,  in  this  Place,  where  all  of  us  enjoy 
fo*' great  a  Leifure,  and  Time  is  fo  far  from 
being  wanting  to  us,  that  for  the  mod  part,  it 
uncomfortably  hangs  upon  our  Hands ;  Our  fault 
is,  inexcufeable,  if  we  grudge  to  offer  up  to 
God.  fo  final]  a  Portion  of  our  Time  as  this 
Exercife  requires  5  efpecially,  when  we  lavifhly 
lay  out  fo  much  greater  a  fhare  of  it  in  frothy 
Pleafures,  and;  are  forced  to  call,  in  any  idle 
Vanity,  which  tiffers  it  felf,  to  pafs  it  away. 
But  furthermore,  when  we  confider,  we  mu  ft 
have  God3s  Bleffing  upon  us  to  make  the  Means 
fuccefsful  which  we  Ule  for  the  Recovery  or 
Prefervation  of  our  Health  ;  we  can  have  little 
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reafon  to  expett  that  God  fhould  confer  that 
favour  upon  us,  which  we  will  not  vouchfafe 
to  ask  of  him.  With  what  Confidence  can  we 
prefume  that  God  fhould  Befriend  us  with  Health, 
the  greatefl:  of  Bleffings  which  this  World  af¬ 
fords,  whilff  we  flight  and  contemn  his  Wor~ 
fbip?  God  has  promifed,  That  thofe  who  Ho¬ 
nour  him  be  will  Honour)  that  when  his  faith - 
ful  Servants  come  unto  him'  in  their  Trouble , 
he  will  hear  them ,  and  that  he  will  grant  the 
Requefts  of  thofe  that  ask  in  his  Sons  Name ; 
but  as  for  wicked  and  irreligious  People,  they 
in  a  manner  live  out  of  the  Verge  of  God’s 
Care  ;  and  though  he  may  recover  their  Healths,, 
and  prolong  their  Lives  ,  it  is  only  out  of  a 
merciful  Kindnefs  to  give  them  a  further  fpace 
for  Repentance  ;  or  elfe  he  defends,  as  Govern¬ 
ments  maintain  Malefa&ors,  for  a  while,  in  or¬ 
der  for  a  more  publick  and  folemn  Execu¬ 
tion. 

Another  Duty  incumbent  upon  us,  whilft 
we  are  expecting  the  Benefits  of  this  Place,  is 
Charity.  I  do  not  mean  that  of  Opinion,  but 
an  aftual  Diftribution  of  a  part  of  the  good 
Things  of  this  World,  which  God  has  plenti¬ 
fully  afforded  us,  for  the  Relief  of  thofe  who  - 
ftand  in  need  of  them,  and  for  other  Religious  * 
Ufes.  When  it  has  pleafed  God  of  his  Mercy 
to  afford  us  a  means  here  of  recovering  or  e- 
ftablifhing  our  Health,  we  ought  to  pay  thei 
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jufteft  Gratitude  to  him  which  our  Faculties  &re 
capable  of  fhewing,  Now  as  God  is  an  A1I- 
fufficient  Being,  and  hands  in  no  need  of  our 
Requital  ;  fo  he  experts  we  fhould  Difcharge, 
as  much  as  in  us  lies,  the  Debts  due  to  him 
unto  his  poor  Servants  ;  their  Hunger  and  their 
Thirft,  and  all  their  Wants,  he  has  deem’d  his 
own;  and  all  the  Friendly  Offices  which  we  do 
to  them,  he  has  declared  he  will  take  as  kind¬ 
ly  as  if  they  were  done  to  himfelf.  Indeed,  I 
am  prevented  from  faying  much  upon  this  Head, 
by  your  generous  Charity  .already  fhewn  in  your 
ready  Contributions  for  the  School  of  this  Place, 
whereby  fo  many  poor  Children  are  Educated 
to  good  Letters  and  True  Religion,  and  the 
found  Doftrine  and  Principles  of  the  ellablifhed 
Church,  But  one  particular  Branch  of  Charity 
the  Courfe  of  the  Day  calls  me  to  fpeak  to,  and 
that  is  your  ready  Contribution  towards  the  main¬ 
taining  the  Minifterial  Offices  throughout  the 
Year  in  this  Place.  You  that  have  partaken  of 
the  Benefits  of  thefe  Mineral  Waters,  and  have 
drawn  fo  many  poor  Families  to  be  your  At¬ 
tendants  during  the  Seafon,  the  leaf!:  you  can 
do  for  them,  is  by  your  Contributions,  to  take 
Care  they  have  the  Service  "of  God  conftantly 
performed  among  them,  throughout  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  Year.  And  fince  it  has  pleafed 
God  to  hear  the  Prayers  which  the  Minifter  for 
this  Congregation  has  put  up  in  your  behalf,  you 
ought  not  to  difmifs  him  without  a  Prophet’s 
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Reward.  If  Perfonsof  other  Communion's,  tho* 
of  mean  Fortunes,  and  within  a  narrow  corn- 
pafs,  can  raife  from  Contributions  for  their  Pallors, 
an  Income  equal  to  the  moft  defirable  of  our 
eftablifhed  Preferments ;  let  it  not  be  faid,  that 
fo  noble  a  Concourfe  of  eminent  Perfons  from 
all  Parts  of  the  Nation,  (hall  with  difficulty  raife 
a  fcanty  Maintenance  for  the  Minifter  of  this  ce¬ 
lebrated  Place.  And  I  befeech  you  to  confider 
that  of  the  Apolfle,  1  Cor .  9.  1  1.  If  rve  have 
[own  unto  you  fpiritual  things ,  Is  it  a  great  matter 
if  rve  reap  your  worldly  things  Do  ye  not  know, 
that  they  who  Minifler  about  holy  things ,  live  oj 
the  facrifce  ?  and  they  who  wait  at  the  Altar  are 
partakers  with  the  Altar  ?  Even  fo  hath  the  Lord 
alfo  ordained ,  that  they  who  preach  the  Gofpel  fhould 
live  of  the  Gofpel. 

Fourthly  and  Laftly,  I  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend  one  thing  more  to  thofe  who  have  received 
Advantage  as  to  their  Health  from  the  Waters 
of  the  Place  ;  and  that  is,  to  let  their  Lives  be 
anfwerable  to  the  Benefit  God  has  vouchfafed 
them  thereby.  This  is  the  particular  Advice  our 
Bleffed  Lord  gave  to  the  Lame  Perfon  he  Cured 
at  the  Pool  of  Bethefda ,  Sin  no  more  lefl  a  worfe 
thing  come  unto  thee.  If  we  make  an  ungrate¬ 
ful  Return  to  God  by  violating  his  Laws  after 
fuch  a  Favour  received,  we  muff  certainly  expe£t 
that  God  will  vifit  us  with  the  fame  Affliftion 
again,  or  fend  a  greater  Plague  in  its  room,  ei- 
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ther  now  or  hereafter.  But  I  pray  God  to  give 
us  Grace  that  none?  of  us  be  guilty  of  fo  foul 
an  Ingratitude,  but  that  we  may  all  live  Lives 
anfwerable  to  our  Holy  Profeffion  ;  that  we  may 
fo  work  out  our  Salvation  with  Fear  and  Trem¬ 
bling  in  this  World,  that  in  the  other  we  may 
all  meet  together  again  at  the  great  Supper  of 
the  L<*mb,  where  we  (hall  freely  drink  of  the  Wa- 
ter  of  Life  to  all  Eternity.  Which  God,  &a» 
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